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9 August 2019 
 
The Hon Lily D’Ambrosio MP 
Minister for Energy, Environment, and Climate Change 
By email:  lily.d’ambrosio@parliament.vic.gov.au  
 
Dear Minister 
 

Restoration of Historic Park in Camberwell Junction 
 
We seek your support for the restoration of historic parkland on crown land in Camberwell 
Junction and to inform you that we have asked your colleagues, the Member for Hawthorn, 
John Kennedy MP and the Member for Southern Metropolitan, Nina Taylor MP, to table 
petitions to this effect in the Legislative Assembly and Legislative Council respectively.  Both 
John and Nina have shown leadership on this issue from the outset. 
 
The petitions call on Boroondara Council and the Victorian Government to restore the 
historic park in Camberwell Junction, with playgrounds and community facilities by 
dedicating a segment of Reserve Road, Camberwell and adjacent crown land for this 
purpose, and to restore the original permanent reservation of crown land allotment 113C 
for ‘public gardens’ as it was from 1882 to 1969.  This would provide much needed green 
open space for children and families, transform Camberwell Junction and be appreciated by 
future generations.   A petition to the same effect was also submitted to and tabled at an 
ordinary meeting of Boroondara Council on 24 June 2019. 
 
Our forebears envisaged a park in the civic heart of Camberwell Junction, akin to 
Camberwell Green in south east London (from where Camberwell in Melbourne gets its 
name).  This land was historically set aside by the Governor of Victoria 1882 to provide 
public gardens in the town centre of Camberwell.  It was used for this purpose for about 100 
years and school children had access to this land during school hours for generations.  



 

 
 
In about 2012, Boroondara Council ended arrangements that allowed local school children 
to play on the whole of crown land allotment 113C, established a permanent carpark and 
allowed its staff to use it for free all-day commuter parking.  On weekends and after hours 
(when not in use by Council staff) this incredibly valuable and historically significant land, 
sits empty and unused, with mature trees protruding through the asphalt.   
 
This is not an optimal use of crown land nor is it in the public interest. Indeed, this appears 
to be a direct and financial conflict of duty. As the Committee of Management appointed to 
manage this site on behalf of the State Government, Boroondara Council is accountable to 
the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change. According to Victorian 
Government Committees of Management: Responsibilities and Good Practice Guidelines 
(2015), conflicts of duty must be carefully managed and avoided, whether real or perceived. 
Conflicts of duty are those between a public duty to ensure that a reserve benefits and is 
used by the community and a duty to another organisation, whether as an employer or 
member.  
 
While this allotment may nominally appear to serve the public (as a 2P public carpark), it is 
primarily benefitting the private interests of the Council staff responsible for its 
management. Council staff refer to it as their “western carpark”. Parking studies show that 
during business hours it is used almost exclusively by Council staff to park their private 
vehicles for free all day (identifiable by discrete Boroondara Council Staff stickers on their 
windscreens). Members of the pubic are not able to park here all day. Moreover, if 
members of the public want to park all day in Camberwell Junction they need to pay 
commercial rates for this privilege.  It should also be noted that the carpark also extends 
onto allotment 113D, which is permanently reserved for Public Gardens.  It is unclear if 
Ministerial approval was obtained for the carparking on 113D and requests to Boroondara 
Council on this issue have not been answered.  
 
Meanwhile there is surging demand for green open space and community playgrounds, 
which are sorely lacking in Camberwell Junction.  This demand is being generated by State 
and Council planning policies encouraging the development of residential and commercial 
office towers.  Camberwell Primary School now has about 700 students, up from about 400 
in 2010. The school as a severe shortage of open space and no green open space at all. 
Children face increasing safety hazards to due to insufficient play space and the segregation 
of campuses by Reserve Road.   
 
A short video outlining the history and vision of the proposal and artist impressions of what 
the site could look like, is available from the Camberwell Green website 
www.camberwellgreen.com.au  We also have additional information on the points 
discussed that we are willing to make available if required.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
The campaign to restore our historic parkland is being entirely run by volunteers from our 
local community. It is also supported by the National Trust of Australia, the Royal Historical 
Society of Victoria, Camberwell Primary School, Camberwell Primary School Parents 
Associations, Genazzano FCJ College, Camberwell Grammar School, Little Learners Early 
Childhood Centre, Camberwell City RSL, Camberwell Sharks Junior Football Club, 
Camberwell Historical Society, the Camberwell Centre Association (representing 700 
businesses in the Camberwell Junction Area) and the Camberwell Junction Residents 
Association. 
 
In closing, if Boroondara Council does not or will not restore the historic parkland, we look 
to the State the Government to take steps to make this happen, even if this requires 
allocating the land to a different committee of management.  The opportunities and the 
community needs are far too significant to allow current arrangements to continue. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Victor Franco 
Chairperson 
Camberwell Green Steering Committee 
Camberwell Junction Residents Association 
m:  0419 487 149 
e:   camberwellgreenboroondara@gmail.com 
 
www.camberwellgreen.com.au 
 
 
cc Mr John Kennedy MP, Member for Hawthorn 
 Ms Nina Taylor MLC, Member for Southern Metropolitan 
 Kristen Stegley OAM, Chairman, National Trust of Australia (Victoria)  

 
 


